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Three county commissioners administer
affairs in each county; cities of 2,000 and
more inhabitants may frame plans for city
government subject to the state laws, Among
the subjects covered by progressive laws
passed by the legislature are the following:
regulation of child labor, providing for
mother's pensions and workmen's compensa-
tion, sterilization of criminals, sales tax, de-
ferring foreclosure of mortgages.

History. The movement of Indians from
the east to western territories began when
the Cherokees in 1809 requested permission
to occupy hunting grounds west of the Mis-
sissippi River. By successive treaties and
agreements the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles,
Choctaws and Chickasaws acquired holdings
in the region called Indian Territory after

1834.

Circumstances led the government to de-
mand the consent of these tribes to share
their lands with the Sacs, Foxes, Osages,
Kansas, Pottawatomies, Shawnees, Wichitas
and others. These assignments were accom-
plished by 1867.

This region was set apart for these Indian
tribes with the guarantee that within this
domain they should be allowed to exercise
their tribal form of government and remain
undisturbed. Most of these tribes estab-
lished fonns of government similar to the
government of the states, but the region as-
signed was much larger than they could
occupy with profit, and several attempts
were made by white adventurers to settle
upon the portion of the territory, that after-
wards was erected into Oklahoma Territory.
Since this could not be done without gaining
tne consent of the Indians, this portion of
the region was purchased from them by the
government and in 1889 was thrown open to
settlement.

The opening of Oklahoma Territory wit-
nessed the most remarkable rush for land
ever known in America. More than 50,000
people entered the territory and filed claims
on the day of the opening. Cities arose in
a night. The next year (May 2, 1890) the
territory was organized. Prom the date of
opening, Oklahoma continued to prosper,
and its increase in wealth and population
was beyond precedent. Just before the final
adjournment of the Fifty-ninth Congress, in
1906, an enabling act, combining Oklahoma
anS Indian, Territory and providing for
tfoeir admission into the Union as one state,

was passed. This did no violence to the
Indian tribes within the state, since, in ac-
cordance with a previous arrangement with
the government, tribal relations ceased in In-
dian Territory in 1906. The state constitu-
tion and also a prohibition amendment to the
constitution were adopted at a general elec-
tion held on September 17, 1907. The
"grandfather's clause" restricting the right
of Negroes to vote adopted in 1910 was de-
clared unconstitutional by the United States
Supreme Court. The state has usually voted
Democratic with a vigorous Republican
minority. Two governors have been removed
from office under charges of misgovernment.

Related    Articles.      Consult   the  following-
titles for additional information:

GEOGRAPHY

Ardmore          Enid                Red River

Arkansas         Guthrie            Sapulpa

(river)          McAlester        Shawiiee

Canadian RiverMuskogee        Tulsa

Chickasha        Oklahoma City

HISTORY

Cherokee                     Five Civilized Tribes

Chickasaw                   Grandfather's Clause

Choctaw                      Indians, American

Creeks                        Seminole

OKLAHOMA, UNIVERSITY OF, a univer-
sity established in 1892 by act of the terri-
torial legislature; it later became the state
university. The institution maintains col-
leges of arts and sciences, engineering, busi-
ness administration, fine arts and education;
also schools of medicine, pharmacy, law and
nursing; a graduate school and an extension
division. The state departments of biology
and geology have headquarters at the uni-
versity. The student enrolment normally
reaches nearly 6,000; the faculty numbers
about 300.

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., the capital
and largest city of the state, the county seat
of Oklahoma County, It is situated on the
North Fork of the Canadian River and on
tEe Atehison, Topeka & Santa Fe, the Chi-
cago, Hock Island & Pacific, the Saint Louis
& San Francisco, the Fort Worth & Western,
the Missouri-Kansas-Tesas and several in-
terurban railway lines.

The surrounding territory is fertile, pro-
ducing wheat, com, cotton, broom corn, al-
falfa, fruits, cattle and hogs.

Over 500 manufacturing plants include
flour mills, ice factories, packing houses,
foundries, elevators, cotton gins, oil mills
and compressors, brickyards and other fac-
tories. The stockyards can handle more than
31,000 head of cattle daily. Headquarters
of many of the largest oil companies of tne